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BEACON CITY ADMINISTRATOR ACCEPTS POSITION WITH DUTCHESS COUNTY 

Beacon, NY:  City Administrator Anthony J. Ruggiero announced he has accepted the position as 
Assistant Commissioner for Administration with the Dutchess County Department of Behavioral & 
Community Health. His last day with the City of Beacon is scheduled for January 29, 2021, and will start 
up with Dutchess County on February 1. 

Ruggiero has served as City Administrator since 2015, joining Beacon after former City Administrator 
Meredith Robson became the Village Manager for the Village of Ardsley in Westchester County.  With a 
Masters in Public Administration and over 24 years of experience, Ruggiero previously served as the City 
Manager for the City of Peekskill and Putnam County’s Commissioner of Planning, Development and 
Public Transportation. 

Mayor Lee Kyriacou congratulated Ruggiero, saying, “While I am saddened to see Anthony go, and thank 
him for his steady and professional service especially in this most difficult year, I offer my congratulations 
and best wishes for his next chapter.  I know that the county gains an asset, and also that Beacon will 
attract a professional and appropriate successor.” 

City Administrator Ruggiero said “It has been my pleasure and honor to serve as Beacon’s City 
Administrator for over five years.   The City has successfully navigated the most challenging 
environments, provided outstanding municipal services, implemented a number of major capital 
projects, and have developed one of the strongest management teams.  I am excited for the opportunity 
to work for Dutchess County and the Department of  Behavioral & Community Health”  
 
“With decades of experience, Anthony Ruggiero will be a valuable asset to Dutchess County Behavioral 
& Community Health, providing administrative oversight to one of the County’s largest and most 
complex departments.  His managerial and administrative experience will bolster the talented 
leadership team of public health professionals who guide DBCH.   As City of Beacon Administrator, 
Anthony has had a strong working relationship with the County, including DBCH, particularly as he 
helped guide the City of Beacon through the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Dutchess County Executive 
Marc Molinaro.  “We look forward to Anthony joining our County team early next year as current 
Assistant DBCH Commissioner Cathi Tegtmeier steps down to enjoy a well-earned retirement.”   

The City will initiate a recruitment process immediately to begin a search for a new City Administrator.  
 
About the City of Beacon:  
Beacon, New York is located on the eastern shore of the Hudson River 60 miles north of New York City, with a 
population of 15,000. Originally a Native American settlement, the area was purchased from the Wappinger 
Tribe in 1683 and settled by Dutch and other Europeans, leading to the riverfront community of Fishkill Landing 
on the Hudson, and the mill community of Matteawan on Fishkill Creek. The two communities were 
incorporated together as the City of Beacon in 1913, named for the Revolutionary War signal fires on Mount 
Beacon. Beacon thrived as a 19th and 20th Century factory city, but as factories closed after WWII and the local 
economy declined, the city went through a period of hard times. Today, Beacon has successfully reinvented 
itself as a 21st Century river community centered around tourism, the arts and access to the scenic Hudson River 
heritage area. A diverse and thriving small city, it is now home to DIA:Beacon (one of the largest exhibition 
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spaces in the country for modern and contemporary art), a network of Hudson River parks connecting to Fishkill 
Creek and Mount Beacon trails, and a vibrant historic Main Street of art galleries, shops, cultural venues and 
restaurants.  
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